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SURVEY  COMMITTEE  LISTS  NEEDS 

COLUMBIA  SEMINARY  SETS  CAMPAIGN  GOALS 

PLANS  FOR  THE  CAMPAIGN 

MINISTERS'  WEEK  AND  ALUMNI  MEETING 


SURVEY  COMMITTEE  LISTS  SEMINARY  NEEDS 

The  mid-summer  bulletin  of  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  reported  that,  upon  authorization  given  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  a  group  of  distinguished  church- 
men had  been  secured  to  make  a  thorough  study  of 
the  institution's  present  program,  its  potentialities  for 
the  future,  and  its  urgent  needs.  Dr.  Charles  L.  King, 
Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Houston, 
Texas,  is  the  chairman  of  this  group.  Other  members 
of  the  committee  are  Dr.  O.  C.  Carmichael,  Consultant, 
Fund  for  the  Advancement  of  Education,  President  R. 
T.  L.  Liston  of  King  College,  Dean  E.  G.  Homrighausen 
of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  and  Dr.  Joseph 
R.  Sizoo  of  the  Faculty  of  George  Washington  Uni- 
versity. Dr.  J.  R.  McCain,  President-Emeritus  of  Agnes 
Scott  College  serves  as  an  advisory  member  of  the 
Survey  Panel. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  is  by  no  means  com- 
plete. Careful  consideration  is  being  given  to  the 
seminary's  administrative  procedures,  its  curriculum, 
its  teaching  methods  and  its  relationship  to  its  con- 
stituency. It  is  believed  that  as  a  result  of  the  Com- 
mittee's study  and  of  its  consequent  recommendations 
many  improvements  will  be  made  in  the  program  of 
the  institution,  with  large  resultant  gains  for  theological 
education  and  for  the  work  of  the  Church  as  a  whole. 

On  one  point  at  least  the  Committee  has  already 
arrived  at  definite  conclusions.  It  has  advised  the 
Administration  of  the  seminary  in  no  uncertain  terms 
that  it  is  essential  for  this  "School  of  the  Prophets" 
to  secure  greatly  increased  financial  support  if  its  work 
is  to  be  continued  at  effective  levels  of  thoroughness 
and  efficiency.  No  half-way  measures  will  suffice  for 
our  modern  age.  It  is  estimated  by  the  Committee  that 
the  institution  must  secure  $5,100,000.00  at  the  earliest 
possible  date.  Of  this  amount  $2,100,000.00  will  be 
required  to  provide  needed  buildings  and  $3,000,000.00 
should  be  added  to  yield  income  for  essential  addi- 
tions to  the  Faculty,  for  added  personnel  in  the  admini- 
strative and  library  staffs,  for  an  increase  in  present 
salaries,  and  for  increased  costs  of  maintenance  and 
operation.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  continuing  growth 
of  the  student  body,  which  will  be  essential  to  keep  pace 
with  a  growing  church,  and  for  a  first-rate  graduate 
program,  it  is  estimated  that  by  1970  an  additional 
sum  of  $5,900,000.00  should  be  secured. 

Thus  a  total  amount  of  $11,000,000.00  is  sug- 
gested as  a  goal  to  be  sought  within  the  next  12  years. 
The  Committee  believes  that  this  amount,  large  though 


it  may  seem,  is  not  beyond  the  power  of  Columbia's 
constituency  to  provide.  It  declares  that  the  seminary 
would  be  recreant  to  duty  in  seeking  for  less. 

COLUMBIA  SEMINARY  SETS  CAMPAIGN  GOALS 

For  the  past  ten  years  the  Directors  of  Columbia 
Seminary  have  foreseen  the  necessity  of  a  major  finan- 
cial   campaign.    The    student    body    of    the    institution 
has  grown  from  a  total  of  66  in  1945  to  approximately 
250  in  each  of  the  last  three  years.    At  the  same  time, 
and  in  considerable  part  as  a  result  of  the  seminary's 
service,  its  constituency  has  also  grown  at  a  rapid  rate. 
During  the  period  between   1940  and   1955  the  mem- 
bership  of  the   Presbyterian   Church,    U.    S.    grew   by 
51.8%.   The   membership   of  the   seminary's   five   con- 
stituent    synods — South     Carolina,     Georgia.     Florida, 
Alabama    and    Mississippi — at    the    end    of    1957    was 
266,061.   If  the  present  rate  of  growth   is   maintained 
this    membership    will    be    approximately    400,000    in 
1970.  We  cannot  be  content  with  a  lesser  growth  in 
an  expanding  and  vibrant  South  which  appears  to  bs 
upon  the  threshhold  of  a  new  greatness. 

The  growth  which  has  taken  place  in  our  Church 
would  not  have  been  possible  had  there  not  been  a 
large  increase  in  seminary  enrollments  in  the  postwar 
years.  The  development  of  the  southeastern  synods 
cannot  continue  at  its  present  rate  unless  Columbia 
Seminary  also  continues  both  to  grow  in  the  number 
of  its  students  and  to  improve  the  quality  of  its  educa- 
tional program. 

It  is  necessary  that  by  1970  this  institution  be 
prepared  to  enroll  at  least  300  students.  Yet  today 
the  seminary  is  compelled  to  provide  for  250  students 
in  facilities  which  were  designed  to  serve  125.  Class- 
rooms are  crowded,  the  faculty-student  ratio  is  decided- 
ly too  low,  the  present  chapel  and  dining  room  are  too 
small,  recreational  facilities  are  inadequate,  and  dormi- 
tory space  is  urgently  needed  for  the  nearly  100  stu- 
dents who  are  now  living  off  the  campus.  Faculty 
salaries  are  decidedly  below  the  level  which  should  be 
maintained.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties  the  institution 
is  providing  a  theological  training  of  high  quality  for 
its  students,  but  the  Church  cannot  expect  it  to  do 
so  indefinitely  unless  more  adequate  provision  is  made 
for  its  support. 

Evidence  of  the  necessity  for  such  support  is  drama- 
tically provided  by  comparison  of  the  seminary's  re- 
sources   with    those    of    other    outstanding    theological 


institutions.  In  1957  Columbia  Seminary  had  an  endow- 
ment of  $1,541,501.77  with  an  operating  budget  of 
$255,500.00  and  a  full  time  faculty  of  13.  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond,  Va.,  with  an  under- 
graduate student  body  of  approximately  the  same 
size,  had  an  endowment  of  $4,532,440.00  (plus 
$380,200  held  by  others  in  its  behalf)  with  an  operat- 
ing budget  of  $539,120.00  and  a  full  time  faculty  of 
18.  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  with  about  twice 
as  many  undergraduates,  had  an  endowment  of 
$6,688,026.00,  an  operating  budget  of  $1,212,157.00 
and  a  full-time  faculty  of  36.  Differences  in  the  values 
of  the  physical  plants  at  the  disposal  of  these  institutions 
were  of  approximately  equal  proportions.  The  fact 
that  Columbia  Seminary,  under  these  circumstances,  has 
thus  far  been  able  to  provide  undergraduate  training 
for  the  ministry  comparable  to  that  of  the  institutions 
mentioned  has  been  made  possible  only  by  genuinely 
sacrifical  service  on  the  part  of  its  capable  faculty  and 
administrative  staff. 

Neearly  five  years  ago  the  seminary  made  an 
initial  approach  to  its  synods  for  permission  to  con- 
duct a  major  financial  campaign.  Other  institutions 
and  causes  were  also  calling  for  needed  assistance 
and  the  seminary  has  patiently  waited  until  campaigns 
for  these  had  been  completed.  In  1957  a  joint  campaign 
for  Columbia  Seminary  and  for  Student  Work  was 
conducted  in  the  Synod  of  Florida  with  a  total  of 
$581,000.00  subscribed  for  these  causes.  The  semi- 
nary will  receive  three-fifths  of  the  amount  collected 
there.  The  year  1959  has  been  set  for  its  campaign  in 
the  Synods  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  similar  effort  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
during  1960. 

The  report  of  the  Survey  Committee  has  served 
only  to  lend  urgency  to  the  seminary's  appeal,  and  to 
make  more  evident  the  magnitude  of  its  needs.  Of  the 
$5,100,000.00  which  has  been  mentioned  as  the  im- 
mediate need  of  the  institution,  it  is  hoped  that  $3,000,- 
000.00  can  be  secured  through  the  churches  of  the 
supporting  synods.  A  determined  effort  will  be  made 
to  enlist  the  interest  of  foundations  and  potential  large 
givers  in  securing  the  remaining  $2,100,000.00.  Only 
by  hard  work,  by  prayer,  and  by  sacrificial  giving  can 
the  goal  be  reached.  The  seminary  earnestly  solicits  the 
wholehearted  cooperation  of  both  ministers  and  laity 
throughout  its  constituency  in  seeking  to  crown  this 
effort  with  success. 


LEADERSHIP  AND  PLANS  FOR  THE  CAMPAIGN 

Columbia  Seminary  is  exceedingly  fortunate  in  the 
quality  of  leadership  it  has  secured  for  the  furtherance 
of  its  financial  program.  The  direction  of  its  campaign 
effort  is  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Robert  L.  Stamper,  who 
for  the  past  three  years  has  been  the  seminary's  Vice- 
President   in   charge   of   development.    Dr.    Stamper   is 
a  graduate  of  King  College  and  of  Columbia  Seminary, 
having  later  earned  his  Th.D.   at   Union   Seminary  in 
Richmond.  After  serving  with  distinction  as  a  chaplain 
in  the  Marines  during  World  War  II  and  the  Korean 
Conflict,   he  was  connected   for  two   years   with   King 
College  where  he  helped  to  conduct  a  successful  cam- 
paign for  a  million  dollars  and  had  opportunity  to  be- 
come thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  the 
best     fund     raising     organizations.     Since     coming     to 
Columbia  Seminary   he  has  been  active   in  organizing 
support  of  the  institution  through  the  Columbia  Friend- 
ship  Circle   and   has   directed   the   joint   campaign   for 
the  Seminary  and  for  Student  Work  in  the  Synod  of 
Florida. 

Associated  with  Dr.  Stamper  in  this  program  is 
Rev.  P.  D.  Patrick,  who  in  September  relinquished 
the  pastorate  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Kings 
Mountain,  N.  C.  to  become  Field  Representative  of 
his  Alma  Mater.  A  graduate  of  Davidson  College  and 
of  Columbia  Seminary,  Mr.  Patrick  had  served  with 
marked  success  in  pastorates  within  the  Synods  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina  before  going  to  Kings 
Mountain.  Throughout  all  his  ministerial  career  he 
has  been  active  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Stewardship 
and  in  raising  large  sums  for  various  causes  and  institu- 
tions of  our  Church.  He  is  well  qualified  for  the  posi- 
tion to  which  he  has  come. 

The  fact  that  these  two  men  and  the  administra- 
tion of  the  seminary  are  undertaking  to  conduct  the 
campaign  without  employing  a  professional  fund  rais- 
ing firm  is  expected  to  result  in  keeping  the  expenses 
of  the  work  at  a  low  ratio  to  receipts  and  thus  effect- 
ing a  large  saving  for  the  institution.  At  the  same  time 
the  companion  fact  that  they  will  not  have  at  their 
disposal  the  resources  of  a  large  organization  means 
that  they  can  succeed  only  if  they  receive  the  whole- 
hearted cooperation  of  all  who  believe  in  the  import- 
ance of  theological  education. 

At  the  present  time  these  leaders  are  actively 
engaged  in  perfecting  a  campaign  organization  pre- 
paratory to   the   effort  which  will   be   made   in   South 
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Carolina  and  Georgia  during  1959.  The  actual  solicita- 
tion of  funds  in  both  synods  will  begin  in  early  January. 
Ministerial  and  lay  chairmen  for  the  program  are  being 
appointed  to  serve  in  the  synods  and  presbyteries  as 
well  as  in  local  congregations,  and  many  of  these  are 
now  actively  at  work. 

The  first  major  meeting  in  connection  with  the 
campaign  will  be  a  Convocation  to  be  held  on  the 
campus  of  the  seminary  on  Thursday,  December  the 
4th.  Invitations  to  attend  this  gathering  are  being  ex- 
tended to  all  ministers  and  to  repressntative  laymen 
of  the  two  synods  and  it  is  expected  that  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  group  will  be  present  for  the  official  launch- 
ing of  the  campaign. 

MINISTERS'  WEEK  AND  ALUMNI  MEETING 

A  highly  successful  and  stimulating  lecture  program 
was  presented  at  Columbia  Theological  Seminary  during 
the  period  of  November  3-7.  Dr.  Markus  Barth,  mem- 
ber of  the  Federated  Theological  Faculty  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  delivered  the  Smyth  Lectures  upon 
the  subject,  "Let  Preaching  Be  Preaching."  Dr.  Robert 
F.  Boyd,  Professor  of  Bible  in  The  General  Assembly's 
Training  School  presented  a  series  of  studies  in  I 
Corinthians,  while  Dr.  D.  P.  McGeachy,  Jr.,  Pastor 
of  Peace  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church,  Clearwater, 
Fla.,  was  the  preacher  for  the  week.  All  of  these 
speakers  were  heard  by  large  and  appreciative  groups 
of  visiting  ministers  and  of  Atlanta  Presbyterians  as 
well  as  by  the  seminary  students. 

The  Alumni  Luncheon  and  Business  Meeting  on 
Tuesday,  November  4,  was  attended  by  114  graduates 
of  the  seminary.  Reports  on  seminary  life  were  made 
by  various  faculty  members  and  campaign  plans  were 
outlined  by  President  J.  McDowell  Richards,  Dr.  Robert 
L.  Stamper,  and  Rev.  P.  D.  Patrick.  Officers  of  the 
Association  for  the  coming  year  were  elected  and  are 
as  follows: 

President — Dr.  Bob  S.  Hodges,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Vice-President — Rev.  Leonard  E.  Woodward, 
Greenville,  S.  C. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Rev.  J.  Will  Ormond, 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 


